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Throughout Scripture, one of the pictures we see of God’s Spirit is the image of living water.

What did “living water” mean in an ancient biblical context?

John 7:37-39

"On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, 'Let anyone who is thirsty
come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from
within them.’ By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that
time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.”
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The Wilderness

Exodus 17:3

“But the people were thirsty for water there, and they
grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us
up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock
die of thirst?”

As Moses cried out to the Lord, and Yahweh answered:

Exodus 17:5-6

“The Lord answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people.
Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your
hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 |
will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the
rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.”
So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel.”

In the wilderness a weary and thirsty people were
renewed.

The Promise

Isaiah 44:3-4

“For | will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on
the dry ground; | will pour out my Spirit on your offspring,
and my blessing on your descendants. 4 They will spring
up like grass in a meadow, like poplar trees by flowing
streams.”

Isaiah is not saying that God’s Spirit is water, but he’s
describing the effects of water on thirsty and dry ground.

Just as falling rain or a cool flowing spring, refreshes and
renews the land, God’s Spirit renews His people.

The Fulfillment

Jesus picks up the image of God’s presence through
refreshing water.

John 4:10

“desus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and
who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked
him and he would have given you living water.”
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John 7:37-39

“On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood
and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come
to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture
has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”
39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed
in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had
not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.”

Jesus pulls from all the imagery of the Old Testament as
He announces times of refreshment and renewal.

The Church

Titus 3:5-7

“he saved us, not because of righteous things we had
done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom
he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our
Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we
might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.”

God'’s presence is life and renewal for the church
today.

Continuing The Story

The wilderness isn't defined by the absence of water. It's
defined by the absence of God's refreshing presence.
And every time God provides living water, He is reminding
His people, "l am with you.”

Because where God's presence is, renewal flows.

Scripture Acknowledgement

Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, New International Version®
(NIV®), Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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: God's Gift to Strengthen His People and
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https://www.amazon.com/Empowered-Spirit-Strengthen-People-Transform/dp/B0GYFJ34HH/ref=sr_1_1?crid=12WMT5YIH14ZZ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BN5EvmZ6-6CSuG6PKlfWf65lrXfcTLO5GS1fmLARGjIhcV_hE_Z6Pxe9mpT6ndFHdnF9Jx0aUSIMLky9bJ8zcxt366QcCuTQrR4D5tI9SiE3kelIjLpAGwZd_QBh3nHp3LkCTHv-lKKPy-ZEHXYPVCmmuVadOqwAw6R-udeXSTDT4wXGRwIdANGd1TNNJB_pJAjR4ugbrFs4QtmoZI4fIl1SWrPDHoniVwUW-58QpY4.bjgWKpL7jr6GLloK3JRK7CHWP8IL2LbUW8PJ6YitPgQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=wes+mcadams+book+holy+spirit&qid=1782903443&sprefix=wes+mcada,aps,151&sr=8-1
https://bibleproject.com/guides/holy-spirit/
https://youtu.be/Iz5RunaCdPk?si=vn_nmVRKN9snlc4f
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